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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

SUPAP KIRTSAENG PETITIONER v. JOHN WILEY & SONS, INC.

Petitioner Supap Kirtsaeng, a citizen of Thailand, came to
the United States 20 years ago to study math at Cornell
University. He quickly figured out that respondent John
Wiley & Sons, an academic publishing company, sold
virtually identical English-language textbooks in the two
countries—but for far less in Thailand than in the United

States.

Seeing a ripe opportunity for arbitrage, Kirtsaeng asked family

and friends to buy the foreign editions in Thai bookstores and
ship them to him in New York. He then resold the textbooks to

American students, reimbursed his Thai suppliers, and pocketed

a tidy profit.

Wiley sued Kirtsaeng for copyright infringement, claiming that his
activities violated its exclusive right to distribute the textbooks.

See 17 U. S. C. §§106(3), 602(a)(1). Kirtsaeng invoked the “first-

sale doctrine” as a defense. That doctrine typically enables the
lawful owner of a book (or other work) to resell or otherwise

dispose of it as he wishes. See §109(a). But Wiley contended

that the first-sale doctrine did not apply when a book (like
those Kirtsaeng sold) was manufactured abroad.




To settle the continuing conflict, this Court granted
Kirtsaeng’s petition for certiorari and reversed the
Second Circuit in a 6-to-3 decision, thus establishing

that the first-sale doctrine allows the resale of

foreign-made books, just as it does domestic ones.
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